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			Milwaukee’s list of half-used school buildings rises to 21
March 14, 2024

			
			
			
		


	
	
					


	
			

		
						
			
			
			
		
		

	

	
		

			Badger Institute urges “no” vote on MPS referendum
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			Voters will decide if legislators get say over federal spending
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	TRENDING:

		Milwaukee’s list of half-used school buildings rises to 21
	Badger Institute urges “no” vote on MPS referendum
	Voters will decide if legislators get say over federal spending
	Number of half-used MPS buildings up to at least 20
	Many MPS students are chronically absent
	Where the hell is Yuba?
	Former MPS superintendent critical of $252 million referendum
	UW skirting law and undermining racial equality
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			Policy Brief: Legalizing cannabis likely means more disordered, harmful use, other states show
By Jeremiah MostellerFebruary 1, 2024

			
						
				
					Legalizing all adult use is likely to increase the uncontrolled and harmful use of cannabis — that is, “cannabis use disorder” — in Wisconsin. Researchers are more divided on whether legalizing only the medical use of marijuana has similar effects.
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			Overregulated Childcare: Wisconsin’s 2023-’25 biennial budget and the path ahead
By Angela RachidiSeptember 14, 2023

			
						
				
					The Legislature appears ready to confront one of the primary factors driving up childcare costs in Wisconsin: overregulation. Failing to confront this reality would miss an opportunity to improve the affordability and accessibility of childcare without adding to the budget. Eliminating unnecessary or unverifiable regulations can reduce compliance costs for childcare providers without sacrificing quality — savings that they can pass on to families. Fewer regulations will increase competition among childcare providers, return authority to parents and ultimately make childcare more affordable for Wisconsin families.
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			Criminal enforcement of marijuana laws uncommon in many Wisconsin counties
By Jeremiah MostellerAugust 29, 2023

			
						
				
					Many counties in Wisconsin have essentially decriminalized the possession or sale of marijuana, or cannabis, as it now often is known, and the relatively few people who are charged criminally in other counties are ever incarcerated.
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			Natural gas and regulation in Wisconsin: a policy brief
By Badger InstituteJune 1, 2023

			
						
				
					Policymakers and environmental activists opposed to the use of fossil fuels like natural gas have pushed state and local governments to ban their use in homes and businesses without consideration of increased cost to consumers, the nature and reliability of our energy supply or technological advances impacting emissions. Other policymakers — including some in Wisconsin — have in response introduced legislation designed to ensure the continued right to use fossil fuels to heat and power buildings as well as cars and various other devices.
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			Study: A flat-rate income tax would spur growth and opportunity
By Badger InstituteApril 18, 2023

			
						
				
					Estimates show moving to a flat individual income tax in Wisconsin could generate nearly $7.2 billion in additional GDP, $614 million in new investment, and nearly 24,000 additional jobs over the next five years.
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			Why Milwaukee Needs to Get Cops Back in Schools
By Mike Nichols & Mark LisheronOctober 4, 2022

			
						
				
					Milwaukee, mired in serious, often violent crime unlike anywhere else in Wisconsin, doesn’t have enough cops. That is the irrefutable takeaway from two chapters in the Crime section of this book.
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			Minimum Markup: The Price is Not Right
By Ken WysockySeptember 28, 2022

			
						
				
					Why would a citizenry want its government to require, by law, higher prices? At anytime, it’s a good question but, as veteran journalist Ken Wysocky points out, at a time of raging inflation, it takes on a new urgency.
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			How “Free” Federal Money Costs Wisconsinites Control Over Their Government
By Badger InstituteSeptember 28, 2022

			
						
				
					Approximately 30% of the revenue in Wisconsin’s current two-year budget comes from the federal government — and that doesn’t include billions and billions of dollars sent to the Badger State to ostensibly get us through the pandemic.

				

			
			
			
		


	
					


	
			

		
						
			
			
							
				
				Economic Development
			
						
			
		
		

	

	
		

			Free-Market Reforms Will Make Wisconsin Thrive
By James BohnSeptember 27, 2022

			
						
				
					State and local governments in the United States have wide latitude in setting economic policy. In the first half of the 20th century, the progressives chose an economic model for Wisconsin that called for high levels of taxation and government expenditure coupled with extensive regulation of business and labor. 
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			Give Every Wisconsin Family the Power to Choose the Best Education
By Badger InstituteSeptember 27, 2022

			
						
				
					One of the few things that all Americans agree on about education is that it must improve. How, specifically? There we differ.
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			Saving Money, Encouraging Work and Improving Safety Through More Rigorous Electronic Monitoring
By Badger InstituteSeptember 27, 2022

			
						
				
					Of the convicted criminals Wisconsin imprisons, most will serve a sentence and be released. Then what?
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			The Thinning Blue Line: Milwaukee Police Department’s Attrition Crisis
By Sean KennedySeptember 27, 2022

			
						
				
					Milwaukee is among the cities that have repeatedly cut law enforcement positions in recent years.

Not only has the city reduced the number of authorized police positions, it has fewer officers to fill them, leading to higher vacancy rates. This inability to fill what remaining positions the city is funding includes leadership ranks: The Milwaukee Police Department is facing a damaging loss of institutional knowledge and practical skills, a loss that could worsen policing just when Milwaukee needs its force to perform at its peak.
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			Toward Swifter Justice: Overburdened Prosecutors and Public Defenders Linked to Wisconsin Court Backlogs
By Jeremiah MostellerSeptember 27, 2022

			
						
				
					Wisconsin’s court system is plagued by massive delays and a growing backlog of criminal cases. It now takes more than a year for a court to resolve an armed robbery charge, 14 months to resolve a sexual assault case and more than 15 months to resolve an allegation that someone committed a murder.
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			A Tale of Two States: Wisconsin Crime Trends, 2017-2022
By Sean KennedySeptember 27, 2022

			
						
				
					Wisconsin’s crime trends in essence reveal two different states: the city of Milwaukee (and other select urban areas) and the “Rest of Wisconsin.” While most of the state is relatively safe in comparison to five years ago, troubling trends in Milwaukee — one of the primary economic engines of the Badger State and home to 10% of its citizens — are undermining the health and safety of the state in general.
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			Off Track: An Assessment of Wisconsin’s Early Care and Learning System for Young Children
By Angela RachidiSeptember 20, 2022

			
						
				
					Raising children, as can be fully appreciated only after you’ve done it, takes place in real time. They eat, sleep and grow whether you’re ready or not. So as parents supply children with the most crucial material treasure they ever will receive — a stable, loving home — many rely on some outside help in caring for their children while earning a living.
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			Common-sense Healthcare Reforms for Wisconsin
By Daniel Sem, Ph.D., J.D & Scott Niederjohn, Ph.DSeptember 16, 2022

			
						
				
					The surest way to improve the healthcare that Wisconsinites receive is to enable people to get the greatest satisfaction at the most favorable price via a free and transparent market.
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			Dental Therapy Can Fill Gaps in Care and Access
By Ken WysockySeptember 15, 2022

			
						
				
					Eight states, including neighboring Minnesota and Michigan, have authorized dental therapist programs statewide. Dental therapists are mid-level providers who perform preventive, restorative and intermediate restorative procedures.
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			For a New Civil Society
By Eloise AndersonSeptember 8, 2022

			
						
				
					The good things in life in this democracy — opportunity, fulfillment, upward mobility, prosperity, the redounding energy and succor that comes from free association, love of relatives and friends
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			Wisconsin’s Economy: A Comparative Study
By Andrew HansonSeptember 6, 2022

			
						
				
					As we move through 2022, the national economy is in what might best be described as a strange state. 
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			Increasing Minimum Wage Simply Doesn’t Help
By Ken WysockyAugust 31, 2022

			
						
				
					Some people earn a lot of money. Some earn a little.
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			Occupational Licensing: Get Out of the Way of Work
By Badger InstituteAugust 29, 2022

			
						
				
					Wisconsin’s politicians prohibit over 1 million citizens from working unless they have government permission.
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			Help Us Do More for Wisconsin
		

				

				
				
							Your support at any level is important to us. Your generous donation helps the Badger Institute fight every single day to advance free markets, individual liberty, and limited government in Wisconsin.
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			The Badger Institute is a nonpartisan, not-for-profit institute established in 1987 working to engage and energize Wisconsinites and others in discussions and timely action on key public policy issues critical to the state’s future, growth and prosperity.
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			Many MPS students are chronically absent
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